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South High 

Spartan Marching Band

2010 – 2011 Participant Handbook

We are very excited that your family has chosen to participate in one of the largest and most successful groups at South High. The Spartan Band has a tradition of excellence, and being a member will be a unique and rewarding experience for you and your student.

This handbook has been compiled to assist both the parent and the student. We hope that it will answer any questions and also serve as a reference for requirements, and other important aspects of the band program. 
Who’s Who in the Spartan Marching Band 
Band Director – Tom King

Brass Instructor – Bryan Smith

Percussion Instructors – Niko Jasniewicz , Robbina Borrero

Colorguard Instructor – Nathan Ortiz

Marching Instructors – Andrea Ruof, Brian Perez

Drum Major – Nolan Dean

Assistant Drum Major – Cary Tanaka
Band President – Alex In
Section leaders 

Alto Sax – Thomas Seraydarian

Baritone /Low Brass – Frankie Rodono

Clarinet – Linda Hong

Colorguard Captains – Alyson Perez, Alaina Beaver, Cathy Gibson

Drum Captian – Alex In
Flute – Yena Kim
Horn – Ben Kamine

Pit – Rebekah Ko

Sax/Bass Clarinet – Amanda Koenigsberg

Tenor Sax – Joey Davis

Trombone – Nick Ruof
Trumpet – James Anagnost

Tuba – Steven Fine

How Do I Find Out What is Going On?
Spartan Band Boosters send a weekly email newsletter that contains a wealth of information from upcoming dates/performances, fundraisers, volunteer needs, and much more.  Please read these emails as it is the best method to stay informed.  If you are not receiving the email newsletter, please notify the Band Boosters Secretary, Lori Mizaguchi at  lorimiz@sbcglobal.net. 

The band also has a website that is frequently updated.  The address is:

www.southhighband.org
This website has the band calendar, itineraries, syllabus, drill, and many other forms that you or your student may need throughout the year. Please check it out, and return often for updates!

Grading Policy

All grades will be based on the following criteria: participation, attendance at all performances, periodic playing tests and memorization tests (assigned at the discretion of the director).

Attendance Policy

Attendance is mandatory at all band performances and rehearsals! Any attendance problems will be dealt with on an individual basis.

Any emergency situations that require a student to miss a performance or rehearsal need to be communicated to the director as soon as possible.  Unexcused absences will affect the student’s grade.

Tardy Policy

During class time, the band will abide by South High School’s tardy policies. For after school rehearsals and performances, any tardy students will be required to make up the time they have missed by staying after practice to work with the drum major OR to stay after a performance to assist with clean-up.
Cell Phone Policy

Students are allowed to carry their cell phones in their purses, pockets or backpacks but during rehearsal or class time cell phones must be turned off.  Students who use cell phones during rehearsal or class will have their phone taken away.  The student must stay after rehearsal for clean-up and their cell phone will be returned to them at that time.
RULES AND GUIDELINES FOR SPARTAN BAND 
1. Stop when the conductor/staff member cuts you off.

2. Do not talk when a conductor/staff member is talking.
3. Respect yourself and others at all times.

4. No food, drink (except water), or gum in class, rehearsal or performances.  Candy & gum is damaging to your instrument.
5. No PDA (Public Displays of Affection) at any time during rehearsal, in uniform, or on any band trip.
6. Keep band room, percussion, colorguard, uniform and practice rooms spotless.
Rehearsal Guidelines:

1. Every student is expected to have their instrument or colorguard equipment, music and drill charts in a notebook with them at all rehearsals. Failure to do so will result in loss of participation points. 
2. Students should behave considerately to whoever is on the podium, whether it is a director, staff member, drum major, or guest of the band.

3. After a drill set repetition:

a. stop at the designated stopping point

b. listen for instructions from a director, staff member, or drum major

c. move quickly to the instructed spot

Performance Guidelines:

1. Make sure all parts of your uniform are clean and properly fitted. Improper uniform care will not be accepted.
2. Make sure your instrument is in good repair, you have all necessary accessories such as mouthpiece, reeds and you can perform to the best of your ability

3. All students are to report to the place and time designated by the directors

4. When in uniform: No PDA, No eating/drinking (except water), No swearing,

No smoking, No running (unless told to do so by a director or staff member)

5. Everyone should be professional when in a performance setting. Remember you are representing South High School. Unprofessional behavior may result in dismissal from the band program.

Marching Band Commitment:
There is a time and monetary commitment required to participate in a successful marching band. This includes summer rehearsals, band camp, after-school rehearsals, football games, and field show tournaments. Specific sections

(percussion/colorguard) may have other rehearsals as well. 
As stated in the attendance policy, attendance at all rehearsals and performances is mandatory.  Family vacations are excused for summer band only.  Attendance at all days of band camp, fall evening rehearsals, football games and field show competitions are mandatory.  Illness and extreme family emergencies are accepted absences.

Rehearsal Clothing:
Students should wear comfortable clothing to all rehearsals. Shirts, shorts, sweats, loose fitting pants, socks and good tennis shoes are recommended attire for rehearsals. Jeans are not acceptable.  It can be very cool and windy at South High in the evening.  Please bring a sweatshirt.

*Lack of proper rehearsal clothing (or shoes) will result in loss of participation

points*

Uniforms:
Uniforms will be fitted and issued to the students. Each musician will be issued bibs (overall pants), jacket, hat, and gloves. Musicians are required to wear your Spartan band shirt, athletic shorts, and black socks that extend several inches up the leg underneath their uniform for all performances.  The Spartan shirt is a special shirt that protects the uniform.  All wind and percussion students are required to wear the shirt under their uniform.
Uniform Care Procedures:
The following procedures are to be followed by each band member. Your cooperation is appreciated.

· Uniforms are to be hung properly at all times

· No eating or drinking (except water) in uniform

· Normal wear and tear is expected, however if you have any problems with your uniform bring it up to a uniform parent as soon as possible
· Your name need to be visible on the ID card of your garment bag (make sure you have the right uniform and bag!)

· Gloves and shoes must be clean at all times

· No jewelry is to be worn while in uniform
· Hats:

· Keep in case at all times when not being worn

· Wear it at the front of the head, not the back

· No hair should be visible – long hair needs to be pinned up 

· Plumes:

· You will receive a plume prior to each performance

· Do not handle plumes with your bare hands

· Do not play with the plumes

· Return the plume after each performance

· Shoes:  Keep clean and polished

· Socks:  Black socks that extend up the leg several inches are required.  Ankle socks are not acceptable.  You will be required to pay for socks that are supplied by band boosters when inappropriate socks are worn to a performance.

At the conclusion of a performance, students are responsible for properly putting away their uniform, hat, plume and instrument.  All students are required to wear their band tee shirt and band jacket to the remaining time.  Colorguard students will have an alternative team outfit that will be worn.
Field Show Performances:
An itinerary will be available on the band website or email blast prior to each performance. The itinerary will include a schedule, what to bring, and an address of the performance site.

Parents should plan on attending as many performances as possible. It’s a great way to meet other parents and to get to know the students. Also, the band appreciates hearing the cheers as we march on and off the field!  Parent chaperones are always needed for each event.  Check the email e-blast to sign-up as a chaperone.
After a field show performance has finished and the band students have changed, all students are to sit together at an area designated for South High.  Please be courteous as you watch other bands perform.  Students are permitted to leave the stands to purchase something from the snack bar or use the restroom.  At no time are students permitted to leave the stadium area.

Football Game Performances:
At the beginning of a game, after the band has been seated in the bleachers, all students must remain seated in the band section and be prepared to play.  You may not leave the band area without the permission of Mr. King for any reason.  

At the conclusion of the half-time show, band members will be given an opportunity to change and get something to eat at the snack bar.  All students must be in their seats in the band section and ready to play at the start of the 4th quarter.  Those who return late will remain after the game to assist with clean-up.
 Parent Releases – Picking Up a Student from the Performance Site:
Occasionally a student would like to leave with their parents immediately after a performance.  This should only be done on a very limited basis.  Please request this in advance to Mr. King.  Also, after the performance, the student and their parent must find Mr. King and inform them that you are leaving. At that point, you will be free to leave with your parent. 

Students who leave with parents will be responsible for their uniform and instrument. Since larger instruments go on the trailer, the student is responsible for finding another student who will unload their instrument for them and put it away.

Students will not be allowed to leave with any parent other than their own unless the director received written permission from their parent or guardian stating that the student may leave with a different parent.
I have read and understand the requirements to be a member of the South High Spartan Marching Band. I will honor the requirements to the best of my ability. Please return this form by August 27, 2010
Student Name

Student Signature

Student Email 


Student Cell Phone

Parent Name

Parent Signature

Parent Email 


Date


